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REMARRIAGE PETITION FORM

Petition to the Bishop for Consent to Solemnize a Marriage after Divorce or Annulment.
For permanent filing in the Office for the Armed Forces and Federal Ministries of The Episcopal Church.

Petition submitted by:

Chaplain’s Name:  ___________________________________________________________________________

Date: _____________________________________________________________________________________

Address: __________________________________________________________________________________

City, State, Zip: _____________________________________________________________________________

Telephone: ________________________________________________________________________________

To the Bishop:

I petition for consent to solemnize the marriage of:

Groom’s Name: ____________________________________________________________________________

_____ Prior marriage ended in divorce

_____ Prior marriage ended in annulment

Church Membership/Affiliation: ________________________________________________________________

Status (baptized, confirmed, etc.): _______________________________________________________________

Military or government service status:
____________________________________________________________

Bride’s Name: ____________________________________________________________________________

_____ Prior marriage ended in divorce

_____ Prior marriage ended in annulment

Church Membership/Affiliation: ________________________________________________________________

Status (baptized, confirmed, etc.): _______________________________________________________________

Military or government service status:
____________________________________________________________

 Armed Forces and Federal Ministries - The Rt. Rev. Ann Ritonia
3101 Wisconsin Avenue NW, Washington, DC 20016
SECTION A
Circle “yes” or “no” to the questions below.  When “no” is circled, attach an explanation.


Yes
No
I have met with both parties and I am engaged in a program of premarital counseling with them; or, they have met with a priest of this church and I am assured that they have participated in a program of premarital counseling with the priest.


Yes
No
Each party has signed the Declaration of Intention (please attach).


Yes
No
At least one of the persons is baptized.


Yes 
No
I have asked both the prospective bride and groom if they have consulted any other priest of this church regarding the proposed marriage, and if they have, I have consulted with that priest before submitting this petition.


Yes
No
I have personally examined the final decree(s) of divorce or annulment and I certify that, on the basis of my examination, the prior marriage(s) is/are dissolved.

Yes
No
At least one year has passed since the granting of the final civil decree(s) of divorce.


Yes
No
All matters of property and custody have been settled.


Yes
No
I believe each has realistically faced and evaluated the cause(s) of the dissolution of previous marriage(s).


Yes
No
I am satisfied that each party has an adequate continuing concern for the previous spouse(s) and children.


Yes
No
I have thoroughly discussed each party’s personal readiness for marriage with them, or such discussion has occurred in a counseling program.


Yes
No
I have discussed with this couple, to the degree I believe to be appropriate, any differences in age, income, religious discipline, patterns of conflict (or such discussion has occurred in a counseling program satisfactory to me).


Yes
No
I believe the marriage of this couple is likely to be a demonstrable sign of the spiritual union between Christ and His church.


Yes
No
I believe these parties intend a true Christian marriage.


Yes
No
I am satisfied that the couple (or at least one party with the support of the other) intends to live out their marriage with the support of the Christian community as participants in a worshipping community of the church.


Yes
No
I am willing to solemnize the marriage if consent is granted.


Yes
No
(Pertains only to situations where either one or both persons have been divorced, or had a marriage annulled more than once.)  I have received a statement from a professional counselor who evaluated this couple’s ability to form a lifelong, caring marriage.  (Attach the statement.)
Armed Forces and Federal Ministries - The Rt. Rev. Ann Ritonia
3101 Wisconsin Avenue NW, Washington, DC 20016
SECTION B
Include a copy of the signed Declaration of Intent and a brief pastoral synopsis of the situation, being sure to explain any “no” answers to the questions in Section A.
I hereby certify that these persons have signified to me their desire to be married.  

Date of discussion: __________________________________________________________________________

Proposed date of marriage: ____________________________________________________________________

Facility in which the ceremony will take place: ______________________________________________________

Is this a civilian church or a military chapel?: _______________________________________________________
Chaplain’s Printed Name: _____________________________________________________________________

Chaplain’s signature: _____________________________________________
Date: ___________________

Armed Forces and Federal Ministries - The Rt. Rev. Ann Ritonia
3101 Wisconsin Avenue NW, Washington, DC 20016

DECLARATION of INTENTION

For permanent filing in the Office for the Armed Forces and Federal Ministries of The Episcopal Church.

We, ______________________________________________________________________________________

                                                                          print name of the groom
and ______________________________________________________________________________________,

                                                                         print name of the bride

desire to receive the blessing of Holy Matrimony in the Church, and do solemnly declare that we hold marriage to be a lifelong union of husband and wife as it is set forth in the Book of Common Prayer.

We believe that the union of husband and wife, in heart, body, and mind, is intended by God for their mutual joy; for the help and comfort given one another in prosperity and adversity; and, when it is God’s will, for the procreation of children and their nurture in the knowledge and love of the Lord.

And we do engage ourselves, so far as in us lies, to make our utmost effort to establish this relationship and to seek God’s help thereto.

Signature of groom: __________________________________________________________________________

Signature of bride (maiden name): _______________________________________________________________

Date: _____________________________________________________________________________________
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