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BH | THE ARCHIVES

of the Episcopal Church THE ACTS OF CONVENTION 1976-2015
Resolution Number: 2015-A036

Title: Amend Canon I.18 [Of the Solemnization of Holy Matrimony]
Legislative Action Taken: Concurred as Amended

Final Text:

Resolved, That Canon 1.18 is hereby amended to read as follows:

CANON 18: Of the Sol o ¢ Holv-Matri

Canon 18: Of the Celebration and Blessing of Marriage

Sec. 1. Every Member of the Clergy of this Church shall conform to the laws of the State
governing the creation of the civil status of marriage, and also-te-the-laws-of-this-Church

governingthese canons concerning the solemnization of marriage . Members
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Sec. 3. Prior to the solemmzatzon, the Member of the Clergy shall determine:

a) that both parties have right to marry according to the laws of the State and consent
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See4Sec. 7. It shall be w1th1n the discretion of any Member of the Clergy of this Church to

decline to solemnize or bless any marriage.; and be it further
Resolved, That this canon shall become effective on the First Sunday of Advent, 2015.

Citation: General Convention, Journal of the General Convention of...The Episcopal Church,
Salt Lake City, 2015 (New York: General Convention, 2015), pp. 781-783.
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BH | THE ARCHIVES

of the Episcopal Church THE ACTS OF CONVENTION 1976-2015
Resolution Number: 2015-A037

Title: Appoint an Expanded Task Force on the Study of Marriage
Legislative Action Taken: Concurred as Amended

Final Text:

Resolved, That the 78th General Convention requests dioceses and parishes use the study
materials on marriage provided in the last triennium by the Task Force on the Study of
Marriage, namely the “Dearly Beloved” toolkit and the appended essays in their Blue Book
report to this Convention; and be it further

Resolved, That the 78th General Convention directs the Presiding Bishop and President of
the House of Deputies to appoint jointly an expanded Task Force on the Study of Marriage
to continue this work, consisting of not more than 15 people, including theologians, ethicists,
pastors, liturgists, and educators, who represent the cultural and theological diversity in the
Church; membership should include some of the Task Force on the Study of Marriage
appointed in 2012, some from dioceses outside the United States, and young adults; and be
it further

Resolved, That the Task Force explore further those contemporary trends and norms identified
by the Task Force on the Study of Marriage in the previous triennium, specifically regarding
those who choose to remain single; unmarried persons in intimate relationships; couples
who cohabitate either in preparation for, or as an alternative to, marriage; couples who
desire a blessing from the Church but not marriage; parenting by single or and/or unmarried
persons; differing forms of family and household such as those including same-sex parenting,
adoption, and racial diversity; and differences in marriage patterns between ethnic and
racial groups; and be it further

Resolved, That the Task Force consult with (i) individuals and couples within these groups
about their experience of faith and church life; and (ii) the results of diocesan and parochial
study of "Dearly Beloved" toolkit; and be it further

Resolved, That the Task Force explore biblical, theological, moral, liturgical, cultural, and
pastoral perspectives on these matters, and develop written materials about them which
represent the spectrum of understanding in our Church and which include responses from
theologians, ethicists, pastors, liturgists, social scientists, and educators who are not members
of the expanded Task Force, and whose perspectives represent the spectrum of understandings
on these matters in our Church; and be it further

Resolved, That the Task Force study and monitor, in consultation with the Standing
Commission on Liturgy and Music, the impact of same-sex marriage and rites of blessing
on our Church; the continuing debate about clergy acting as agents of the state in officiating
at marriages; and any other matters related to marriage by action of or referral by this
Convention; and be it further

Resolved, That the Task Force report and make recommendations to the 79th General
Convention; and be it further

Resolved, That the Task Force provide educational and pastoral resources for congregational
use on these matters that represents the spectrum of understandings on these matters in our
Church; and be it further
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Resolved, That the General Convention request the Joint Standing Committee on Program,

Budget and Finance to consider a budget allocation of $90,000 for the implementation of
this resolution.

Citation: General Convention, Journal of the General Convention of...The Episcopal Church,
Salt Lake City, 2015 (New York: General Convention, 2015), pp. 702-704.

BRIEF OF THE EPISCOPAL CHURCH - SUPPLEMENT SUPP -5



BH | THE ARCHIVES

of the Episcopal Church THE ACTS OF CONVENTION 1976-2015

Resolution Number: 2015-A054

Title: Authorize Trial Use of Marriage and Blessing Rites in "Liturgical
Resources I"

Legislative Action Taken: Concurred as Amended

Final Text:

Resolved, That the 78th General Convention commend “Liturgical Resources I: I Will Bless
You and You Will Be a Blessing, Revised and Expanded 2015,” as found in the Blue Book,
Liturgy Supplemental Materials: Appendices of the Report of the Standing Commission on
Liturgy and Music (BBLSM), pp. 2-151 with the following revisions:

BBLSM p. 84: In The Commitment, change the rubric to read “Each member

of the couple, in turn, takes the right hand of the other and says”

BBLSM p.84: After “I N., give myself to you, N.” add *, and take you to myself.”

BBLSM p. 85: At the Pronouncement, change the rubric to read “The Presider

joins the right hands and says”

BBLSM p. 87: In Concerning the Service, change the second paragraph to read

“At least one of the couple must be a baptized Christian, and the marriage shall

conform to the laws of the state and canons of this church."

BBLSM p. 88: Under Gathering, change the rubric to read “The couple joins

the assembly.”

BBLSM p. 89: Change “In marriage according to the laws of the state [or civil

jurisdiction] of X” to “In marriage [according to the laws of the state or civil

jurisdiction of X]”

BBLSM p. 89: Change “Solemnize their marriage according to the laws of the

state [or civil jurisdiction] of X” to “are married [according to the laws of the

state or civil jurisdiction of X]”

BBLSM p.94: After “I N., give myself to you, N.” add *, and take you to myself.”

BBLSM p. 95: At the Pronouncement, change the rubric to read “The Presider

joins the right hands of the couple and says”

BBLSM p. 95: Replace “I pronounce that they are married according to the laws

of the state [or civil jurisdiction] of X” to “I pronounce that they are married

[according to the laws of the state or civil jurisdiction of X]”

BBLSM p. 100: At The Marriage, change the rubric to read “Each member of

the couple, in turn, takes the right hand of the other and says” for study and use

in congregations and dioceses of The Episcopal Church; and be it further
Resolved, That the 78th General Convention authorize for use “The Witnessing and Blessing
of a Lifelong Covenant” from “Liturgical Resources I: I Will Bless You and You Will Be a
Blessing, Revised and Expanded 2015,” (as found in Supplemental Materials: Appendices
of the Report of the Standing Commission on Liturgy and Music, pp. 77-86, (as amended)),”
beginning the First Sunday of Advent 2015; under the direction and with the permission of
the bishop exercising ecclesiastical authority; and be it further
Resolved, That the 78th General Convention authorize for trial use in accordance with Article
X of the Constitution and Canon I1.3.6 “The Witnessing and Blessing of a Marriage,” and
“The Celebration and Blessing of a Marriage 2,” from “Liturgical Resources I: I Will Bless
You and You Will Be a Blessing, Revised and Expanded 2015,” (as found in Supplemental
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Materials: Appendices of the Report of the Standing Commission on Liturgy and Music, pp.
87-105) beginning the First Sunday of Advent 2015. Bishops exercising ecclesiastical authority
or, where appropriate, ecclesiastical supervision, will make provision for all couples asking
to be married in this Church to have access to these liturgies. Trial use is only to be available
under the direction and with the permission of the Diocesan Bishop; and be it further
Resolved, That bishops may continue to provide generous pastoral response to meet the needs
of members of this Church; and be it further

Resolved, That the provision of Canon 1.18.4 applies by extension to “Liturgical Resources
I: I Will Bless You and You Will Be a Blessing, Revised and Expanded 2015,” namely, “It
shall be within the discretion of any Member of the Clergy of this Church to decline to”
preside at any rite contained herein; and be it further

Resolved, That the provisions of Canon 1.19.3 regarding marriage after divorce apply equally
to all the rites of “Liturgical Resources I: I Will Bless You and You Will Be a Blessing,
Revised and Expanded 2015,” in accordance with guidelines established by each diocese;
and be it further

Resolved, That this convention honor the theological diversity of this Church in regard to
matters of human sexuality; and that no bishop, priest, deacon or lay person should be
coerced or penalized in any manner, nor suffer any canonical disabilities, as a result of his
or her theological objection to or support for the 78th General Convention’s action contained
in this resolution; and be it further

Resolved, That the Standing Commission on Liturgy and Music continue to monitor the use
of this material and report to the 79th General Convention; and be it further

Resolved, That the 78th General Convention direct the Secretary of General Convention,
and the Custodian of the Standard Book of Common Prayer in consultation with the outgoing
Chair of the Standing Commission on Liturgy and Music and the Chairs of the Legislative
Committees to whom this legislation is referred, to finalize and arrange for the publication
with Church Publishing of the material (in English and Spanish) contained in “Liturgical
Resources 1: 1 Will Bless You and You Will Be a Blessing, Revised and Expanded 2015” as
approved by the 78th General Convention, no later than the first Sunday of Advent 2015,
these materials to be available electronically at no cost.

Citation: General Convention, Journal of the General Convention of...The Episcopal Church,
Salt Lake City, 2015 (New York: General Convention, 2015), pp.778-781.
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BH | THE ARCHIVES

of the Episcopal Church THE ACTS OF CONVENTION 1976-2015
Resolution Number: 2018-A227

Title: Create a Task Force on Communion Across Difference
Legislative Action Taken: Concurred as Amended

Final Text:

Resolved, That the 79th General Convention direct the Presiding Bishop and the President
of the House of Deputies to appoint jointly a Task Force on Communion across Difference,
consisting of not more than 14 people, who represent the diversity in this Church including
members from countries other than the United States; and be it further

Resolved, That half of the members appointed hold that marriage is a “covenant between a
man and a woman” (BCP, 422), half of whom hold that marriage is a “covenant between
two people” (Resolution 2018-A085), in the presence of God , and that all of those appointed
seek a pathway toward mutual flourishing in The Episcopal Church; and be it further
Resolved, That the Task Force seek a lasting path forward for mutual flourishing consistent
with this Church’s polity and the 2015 “Communion across Difference” statement of the
House of Bishops affirming (1) the clear decision of General Convention that Christian
marriage is a covenant between two people, of the same sex or of the opposite sex, (2) General
Convention’s firm commitment to make provision for all couples asking to be married in
this Church to have access to authorized liturgies; and also affirming (3) the indispensable
place that the minority who hold to this Church’s historic teaching on marriage have in our
common life, whose witness the Church needs; and be it further

Resolved, That the Task Force consult widely with members of this Church who represent
its diversity of cultural background, age, race, gender, gender identity, and sexual orientation,
particularly its members in countries other than the United States, and also with
representatives reflecting the diversity of views and voices of the Anglican Communion, our
full-communion ecumenical partners, and those churches with whom we carry on ecumenical
dialogues; and be it further

Resolved, That the Task Force report and make recommendations to the 80th General
Convention, ending its term at that time except by further action of General Convention;
and be it further

Resolved, That the General Convention request the Joint Standing Committee on Program,
Budget and Finance to consider a budget allocation of $75,000 for the implementation of
this resolution.

Citation: General Convention, Journal of the General Convention of...The Episcopal Church,
Austin, 2018 (New York: General Convention, 2018), pp. 1037-1038.
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Constitution of the General Convention

Article V: Of Admission of New Dioceses

Sec. 1. A new Diocese may be formed, with the consent of the General Convention and under
such conditions as the General Convention shall prescribe by General Canon or Canons, (1) by
the division of an existing Diocese; (2) by the junction of two (2) or more Dioceses or of parts of
two (2) or more Dioceses; or (3) by the erection into a Diocese of an unorganized area
evangelized as provided in Article VI. The proceedings shall originate in a Convocation of the
Clergy and Laity of the unorganized area called by the Ecclesiastical Authority for that purpose;
or, with the approval of the Ecclesiastical Authority, in the Convention of the Diocese to be
divided; or (when it is proposed to form a new Diocese by the junction of two (2) or more
existing Dioceses or of parts of two (2) or more Dioceses) by mutual agreement of the
Conventions of the Dioceses concerned, with the approval of the Ecclesiastical Authority of
each Diocese. After consent of the General Convention, when a certified copy of the duly
adopted Constitution of the new Diocese, including an unqualified accession to the Constitution
and Canons of this Church, shall have been filed with the Secretary of the General Convention
and approved by the Executive Council of this Church, such new Diocese shall thereupon be in
union with the General Convention.

Sec. 2. In case one Diocese shall be divided into two or more Dioceses, the Bishop of the Diocese
divided, at least thirty days before such division, shall select the Diocese in which the Bishop
will continue in jurisdiction. The Bishop Coadjutor, if there be one, subsequently and before the
effective date of the division shall select the Diocese in which the Bishop Coadjutor shall
continue in jurisdiction, and if it not be the Diocese selected by the Bishop shall become the
Bishop thereof.

Sec. 3. In case a Diocese shall be formed out of parts of two or more Dioceses, each of the
Bishops and Bishops Coadjutor of the several Dioceses out of which the new Diocese has been
formed shall be entitled, in order of seniority of consecration, to the choice between the Bishop’s
Diocese and the new Diocese so formed. In the case the new Diocese shall not be so chosen, it
shall have the right to choose its own Bishop.

Sec. 4. Whenever a new Diocese is formed and erected out of an existing Diocese, it shall be
subject to the Constitution and Canons of the Diocese out of which it was formed, except as
local circumstances may prevent, until the same be altered in accordance with such Constitution
and Canons by the Convention of the new Diocese. Whenever a Diocese is formed out of two
or more existing Dioceses, it shall be subject to the Constitution and Canons of that one of the
said existing Dioceses to which the greater number of Members of the Clergy shall have
belonged prior to the erection of such new Diocese, except as local circumstances may prevent,
until the same be altered in accordance with such Constitution and Canons by the Convention
of the new Diocese.

Sec. 5. No new Diocese shall be formed unless it shall contain at least six Parishes and at least
six Presbyters who have been for at least one year canonically resident within the bounds of
such new Diocese, regularly settled in a Parish or Congregation and qualified to vote for a
Bishop. Nor shall such new Diocese be formed if thereby any existing Diocese shall be so
reduced as to contain fewer than twelve Parishes and twelve Presbyters who have been residing
therein and settled and qualified as above provided.
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Sec. 6. By mutual agreement between the Conventions of two adjoining Dioceses, consented to
by the Ecclesiastical Authority of each Diocese, a portion of the territory of one of said Dioceses
may be ceded to the other Diocese, such cession to be considered complete upon approval
thereof by the General Convention or by a majority of Bishops having jurisdiction in the United
States, and of the Standing Committees of the Dioceses, in accordance with the Canons of this
Church. Thereupon the part of the territory so ceded shall become a part of the Diocese
accepting the same. The provisions of Section 3 of this Article V shall not apply in such case,
and the Bishop and Bishop Coadjutor, if any, of the Diocese ceding such territory shall continue
in their jurisdiction over the remainder of such Diocese, and the Bishop and Bishop Coadjutor,
if any, of the Diocese accepting cession of such territory shall continue in jurisdiction over such

Diocese and shall have jurisdiction in that part of the territory of the other Diocese that has been
so ceded and accepted.
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Constitution of the General Convention

Article VIII: Of Requisites for Ordination

No person shall be ordered Priest or Deacon to minister in this Church until the person shall
have been examined by the Bishop and two Priests and shall have exhibited such testimonials
and other requisites as the Canons in that case provided may direct. No person shall be
ordained and consecrated Bishop, or ordered Priest or Deacon to minister in this Church, unless
at the time, in the presence of the ordaining Bishop or Bishops, the person shall subscribe and
make the following declaration:

I do believe the Holy Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments to be the Word of God, and
to contain all things necessary to salvation; and I do solemnly engage to conform to the
Doctrine, Discipline, and Worship of The Episcopal Church.

Provided, however, that any person consecrated a Bishop to minister in any Diocese of an
autonomous Church or Province of a Church in communion with this Church may, instead of
the foregoing declaration, make the promises of Conformity required by the Church in which
the Bishop is to minister.

If any Bishop ordains a Priest or Deacon to minister elsewhere than in this Church, or confers
ordination as Priest or Deacon upon a Christian minister who has not received Episcopal
ordination, the Bishop shall do so only in accordance with such provisions as shall be set forth
in the Canons of this Church.

No person ordained by a foreign Bishop, or by a Bishop not in communion with this Church,
shall be permitted to officiate as a Minister of this Church until the person shall have complied
with the Canon or Canons in that case provided and also shall have subscribed the aforesaid
declaration.

A Bishop may permit an ordained minister in good standing in a church with which this church
is in full communion as specified by the Canons who has made the foregoing declaration, or a
minister ordained in the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America or its predecessor bodies who
has made the promise of conformity required by that Church in place of the foregoing
declaration to officiate on a temporary basis as an ordained minister of this church. No minister
of such a Church ordained by other than a Bishop, apart from any such ministers designated as
part of the Covenant or Instrument by which full communion was established, shall be eligible
to officiate under this Article.
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Constitution of the General Convention

Article X: Of The Book of Common Prayer

The Book of Common Prayer, as now established or hereafter amended by the authority of this
Church, shall be in use in all the Dioceses of this Church. No alteration thereof or addition
thereto shall be made unless the same shall be first proposed in one regular meeting of the
General Convention and by a resolve thereof be sent within six months to the Secretary of the
Convention of every Diocese, to be made known to the Diocesan Convention at its next
meeting, and be adopted by the General Convention at its next succeeding regular meeting by a
majority of all Bishops, excluding retired Bishops not present, of the whole number of Bishops
entitled to vote in the House of Bishops, and by a vote by orders in the House of Deputies in
accordance with Article I, Sec. 5, except that concurrence by the orders shall require the
affirmative vote in each order by a majority of the Dioceses entitled to representation in the
House of Deputies.

But notwithstanding anything herein above contained, the General Convention may at any one
meeting, by a majority of the whole number of the Bishops entitled to vote in the House of
Bishops, and by a majority of the Clerical and Lay Deputies of all the Dioceses entitled to
representation in the House of Deputies, voting by orders as previously set forth in this Article:

(@) Amend the Table of Lessons and all Tables and Rubrics relating to the Psalms.

(b) Authorize for trial use throughout this Church, as an alternative at any time or times to
the established Book of Common Prayer or to any section or Office thereof, a proposed
revision of the whole Book or of any portion thereof, duly undertaken by the General
Convention.

And provided that nothing in this Article shall be construed as restricting the authority of the
Bishops of this Church to take such order as may be permitted by the Rubrics of the Book of
Common Prayer or by the Canons of the General Convention for the use of special forms of
worship.
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Canons of the General Convention

Title I. Organization and Administration
Canon 18: Of the Celebration and Blessing of Marriage

Sec. 1. Every Member of the Clergy of this Church shall conform to the laws of the State
governing the creation of the civil status of marriage, and also these canons concerning the
solemnization of marriage. Members of the Clergy may solemnize a marriage using any of the
liturgical forms authorized by this Church.

Sec. 2. The couple shall notify the Member of the Clergy of their intent to marry at least thirty
days prior to the solemnization; provided that if one of the parties is a member of the
Congregation of the Member of the Clergy, or both parties can furnish satisfactory evidence of
the need for shortening the time, this requirement can be waived for weighty cause; in which
case the Member of the Clergy shall immediately report this action in writing to the Bishop.

Sec. 3. Prior to the solemnization, the Member of the Clergy shall determine:

(a) that both parties have the right to marry according to the laws of the State and consent
to do so freely, without fraud, coercion, mistake as to the identity of either, or mental
reservation; and

(b) that at least one of the parties is baptized; and

(c) that both parties have been instructed by the Member of the Clergy, or a person known
by the Member of the Clergy to be competent and responsible, in the nature, purpose,
and meaning, as well as the rights, duties and responsibilities of marriage.

Sec. 4. Prior to the solemnization, the parties shall sign the following Declaration of Intention:

We understand the teaching of the church that God's purpose for our marriage is for our
mutual joy, for the help and comfort we will give to each other in prosperity and adversity, and,
when it is God's will, for the gift and heritage of children and their nurture in the knowledge
and love of God. We also understand that our marriage is to be unconditional, mutual,
exclusive, faithful, and lifelong; and we engage to make the utmost effort to accept these gifts
and fulfill these duties, with the help of God and the support of our community.

Sec. 5. At least two witnesses shall be present at the solemnization, and together with the
Member of the Clergy and the parties, sign the record of the solemnization in the proper
register; which record shall include the date and place of the solemnization, the names of the
witnesses, the parties and their parents, the age of the parties, Church status, and residence(s).

Sec. 6. A bishop or priest may pronounce a blessing upon a civil marriage using any of the
liturgical forms authorized by this Church.

Sec. 7. It shall be within the discretion of any Member of the Clergy of this Church to decline to
solemnize or bless any marriage.
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Canons of the General Convention

Title I. Organization and Administration

Canon 19: Of Regulations Respecting Holy Matrimony: Concerning Preservation of
Marriage, Dissolution of Marriage, and Remarriage

Sec. 1. When marital unity is imperiled by dissension, it shall be the duty, if possible, of either
or both parties, before taking legal action, to lay the matter before a Member of the Clergy; it
shall be the duty of such Member of the Clergy to act first to protect and promote the physical
and emotional safety of those involved and only then, if it be possible, to labor that the parties
may be reconciled.

Sec.2

(@) Any member of this Church whose marriage has been annulled or dissolved by a civil
court may apply to the Bishop or Ecclesiastical Authority of the Diocese in which such person is
legally or canonically resident for a judgment as to his or her marital status in the eyes of the
Church. Such judgment may be a recognition of the nullity, or of the termination of the said
marriage; provided that no such judgment shall be construed as affecting in any way the
legitimacy of children or the civil validity of the former relationship.

(b) Every judgment rendered under this Section shall be in writing and shall be made a
matter of permanent record in the Archives of the Diocese.

Sec. 3. No Member of the Clergy of this Church shall solemnize the marriage of any person who
has been the husband or wife of any other person then living, nor shall any member of this
Church enter into a marriage when either of the contracting parties has been the husband or the
wife of any other person then living, except as hereinafter provided:

(@) The Member of the Clergy shall be satisfied by appropriate evidence that the prior
marriage has been annulled or dissolved by a final judgment or decree of a civil
court of competent jurisdiction.

(b) The Member of the Clergy shall have instructed the parties that continuing concern
must be shown for the well-being of the former spouse, and of any children of the
prior marriage.

(c) The Member of the Clergy shall consult with and obtain the consent of the Bishop of
the Diocese wherein the Member of the Clergy is canonically resident or the Bishop
of the Diocese in which the Member of the Clergy is licensed to officiate prior to, and
shall report to that Bishop, the solemnization of any marriage under this Section.

(d) If the proposed marriage is to be solemnized in a jurisdiction other than the one in
which the consent has been given, the consent shall be affirmed by the Bishop of that
jurisdiction.

Sec. 4. All provisions of Canon 1.18 shall, in all cases, apply.
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Canons of the General Convention

Title II. Worship

Canon 3: Of the Standard Book of Common Prayer
Sec. 6

(a) Whenever the General Convention, pursuant to Article X of the Constitution, shall
authorize for trial use a proposed revision of the Book of Common Prayer, or of a
portion or portions thereof, the enabling Resolution shall specify the period of such trial
use, the precise text thereof, and any special terms or conditions under which such trial
use shall be carried out including translation.
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Canons of the General Convention
Title III. Worship
Canon 9. Of the Life and Work of Priests

Sec. 6. Rectors and Priests-in-Charge and Their Duties

(@)(1) The Rector or Priest-in-Charge shall have full authority and responsibility for the conduct
of the worship and the spiritual jurisdiction of the Parish, subject to the Rubrics of the Book of
Common Prayer, the Constitution and Canons of this Church, and the pastoral direction of the
Bishop.
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Canons of the General Convention
IV. Ecclesiastical Discipline

Canon 3: Of Accountability
Sec. 1. A Member of the Clergy shall be subject to proceedings under this Title for:

(@) knowingly violating or attempting to violate, directly or through the acts of another
person, the Constitution or Canons of the Church or of any Diocese;

(b) failing without good cause to cooperate with any investigation or proceeding conducted
under authority of this Title;

(c) intentionally and maliciously bringing a false accusation or knowingly providing false
testimony or false evidence in any investigation or proceeding under this Title; or

(d) intentionally misrepresenting or omitting any material fact in applying for admission to
Postulancy, for admission to Candidacy, for ordination as a Deacon or Priest, for reception from
another Church as a Deacon or Priest, or for nomination or appointment as a Bishop.

(e) discharging, demoting, or otherwise retaliating against any person because the person
has opposed any practices forbidden under this Title or because the person has reported
information concerning an Offense, testified, or assisted in any proceeding under this Title.

Sec. 2. A Member of the Clergy shall be accountable for any breach of the Standards of Conduct
set forth in Canon IV 4.

Sec. 3. In order for any conduct or condition to be the subject of the provisions of this Title, the
Offense complained of must violate applicable provisions of Canon IV.3 or IV.4 and must be
material and substantial or of clear and weighty importance to the ministry of the Church.
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Canons of the General Convention
Title IV. Ecclesiastical Discipline

Canon 4: Of Standards of Conduct

Sec. 1. In exercising his or her ministry, a Member of the Clergy shall:

(a) respect and preserve confidences of others except that pastoral, legal
or moral obligations of ministry may require disclosure of those
confidences other than Privileged Communications;

(b) conform to the Rubrics of the Book of Common Prayer;

(c) abide by the promises and vows made when ordained;

(d)abide by the requirements of any applicable Accord or Order, or any
applicable Pastoral Direction, restriction on ministry, or placement on
Administrative Leave issued under CanonIV.7;

(e) safeguard the property and funds of the Church and Community;

(f) report to the Intake Officer all matters which may constitute an
Offense as defined in Canon IV.2 meeting the standards of Canon
IV.3.3, except for matters disclosed to the Member of Clergy as
confessor within the Rite of Reconciliation of a Penitent;

(g) exercise his or her ministry in accordance with applicable provisions
of the Constitution and Canons of the Church and of the Diocese,
ecclesiastical licensure or commission and Community rule or bylaws;

(h) refrain from:

(1) any act of Sexual Misconduct;

(2) holding and teaching publicly or privately, and advisedly, any
Doctrine contrary to that held by the Church;

(3) engaging in any secular employment, calling or business
without the consent of the Bishop of the Diocese in which the
Member of the Clergy is canonically resident;

(4) being absent from the Diocese in which the Member of the
Clergy is canonically resident, except as provided in Canon
I11.9.3(f) for more than two years without the consent of the
Bishop Diocesan;

(5) any criminal act that reflects adversely on the Member of the
Clergy's honesty, trustworthiness or fitness as a minister of the
Church;

(6) conduct involving dishonesty, fraud, deceit or
misrepresentation;

(7) habitual neglect of the exercise of the ministerial office without
good cause;

(8) habitual neglect of public worship, and of the Holy Communion,
according to the order and use of the Church; and

(9) any Conduct Unbecoming a Member of the Clergy.
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Canons of the General Convention

Title IV. Ecclesiastical Discipline
Canon 7: Of Pastoral Direction, Restricted Ministry and Administrative Leave

Sec. 1. At any time the Bishop Diocesan may issue a Pastoral Direction to a Member of the
Clergy, canonically resident, actually resident, or licensed in the Diocese.

Sec. 2. A Pastoral Direction must (a) be made in writing; (b) set forth clearly the reasons for the
Pastoral Direction; (c) set forth clearly what is required of the Member of the Clergy; (d) be
issued in the Bishop Diocesan's capacity as the pastor, teacher and overseer of the Member of
the Clergy; (e) be neither capricious nor arbitrary in nature nor in any way contrary to the
Constitution and Canons of the General Convention or the Diocese; and (f) be directed to some
matter which concerns the Doctrine, Discipline or Worship of the Church or the manner of life
and behavior of the Member of the Clergy concerned; and

(g) be promptly served upon the Member of the Clergy.

Sec. 3. If at any time the Bishop Diocesan determines that a Member of the Clergy may have
committed any Offense, or that the good order, welfare or safety of the Church or any person
or Community may be threatened by that member of the Clergy, the Bishop Diocesan may,
without prior notice or hearing, (a) place restrictions upon the exercise of the ministry of such
Member of the Clergy or (b) place such Member of the Clergy on Administrative Leave.

Sec. 4. Any restriction on ministry imposed pursuant to Canon IV.7.3(a) or placement on
Administrative Leave pursuant to Canon IV.7.3(b) must (a) be made in writing; (b) set forth
clearly the reasons for which it is issued; (c) set forth clearly the limitations and conditions
imposed and the duration thereof; (d) set forth clearly changes, if any, in the terms of
compensation and the duration thereof; (e) be neither capricious nor arbitrary in nature nor in
any way contrary to the Constitution and Canons of the General Convention or the Diocese; (f)
be promptly served upon the Member of the Clergy; and (g) advise the Member of the Clergy
of his or her right to be heard in the matter as provided in this Canon. A copy of such writing
shall be promptly provided to the Church Attorney.

Sec. 5. The duration of restriction on ministry or Administrative Leave may be for a stated
period or to continue until the occurrence of a specified event or the satisfaction of a specified
condition.

Sec. 6. Pastoral Directions, restrictions on ministry and Administrative Leaves (a) may be
issued and imposed in any chronological order; (b) may be issued and imposed concurrently;
and (c) may be modified at any time by the issuing Bishop or that Bishop's successor, provided
that the Pastoral Direction, restriction on ministry or Administrative leave, as modified, meets
the requirements of this Canon.

Sec. 7. Any Pastoral Direction, restriction on ministry or Administrative Leave under this
Canon shall be effective upon service of the writing setting it forth on the subject Member of the

Clergy as provided in Canon 1V.19.20.

Sec. 8. If imposition of restriction on ministry or placement on Administrative Leave occurs
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prior to the receipt of information by the Intake Officer, as provided in Canon IV.6, then the
Bishop may forward a copy of the writing setting forth the restriction or Administrative Leave
to the Intake Officer, who shall receive such information as a report of an Offense and proceed
as provided in Canon IV.6.

Sec. 9. The Bishop Diocesan may disclose such information concerning any Pastoral Direction,
restriction on ministry or Administrative Leave as the Bishop Diocesan deems pastorally
appropriate or as necessary to seek or obtain Diocesan authority for resolution of the matter or
any part thereof.

Sec. 10. Every imposition of restriction on ministry or placement on Administrative Leave shall
be subject to review upon the request of the Member of the Clergy at any time in  the duration
thereof. A request for review must be in writing and addressed to the president of the
Disciplinary Board and the Church Attorney, with a copy to the Bishop Diocesan. A Member of
the Clergy who requests review shall become a Respondent under this Title. Reviews shall be
conducted within fifteen days of the delivery of the request for review to the president of the
Disciplinary Board, unless extended by consent of the Respondent. If a restriction on ministry or
placement on Administrative Leave has been reviewed once, a second request for review may
be made only if there has been a substantial change of circumstances from the time of the first
request or if there has been a modification of the restriction on ministry or placement on
Administrative Leave.

Sec. 11. If a request for review of restriction on ministry or Administrative Leave is made prior
to referral to the Conference Panel, then the review shall be conducted by the Conference Panel.
If a request for review of restriction on ministry or Administrative Leave is made subsequent to
referral to the Conference Panel but prior to referral to the Hearing Panel, the review shall be
conducted by the Conference Panel. If a request for review of restriction on ministry or
Administrative Leave is made subsequent to referral to the Hearing Panel, the review shall be
conducted by the Hearing Panel. The question before a Panel reviewing a restriction on
ministry or Administrative Leave is whether, at the time of the review and based upon
information then available to the Panel, the restrictions on ministry or Administrative Leave
and the terms and conditions thereof are warranted. The review may be conducted either
personally or telephonically. The Intake Officer, the Respondent, the Respondent's Advisor, the
Respondent's counsel, if any, the Bishop Diocesan, the Chancellor and the Church Attorney
shall each be afforded the opportunity to be present, either personally or telephonically, at the
review, and any such person present shall be heard by the Panel if such person desires to be
heard. The Panel may hear from other persons at the Panel's discretion.

Sec. 12. After conducting the review and hearing from the persons designated in Canon IV.7.11
who desire to be heard, the Panel shall confer privately and make a determination to (a)
dissolve the restriction on ministry or Administrative Leave;(b) affirm the restriction on
ministry or Administrative Leave and the terms and conditions thereof; or (c) affirm the
restriction on ministry or Administrative Leave, but with modification of the terms and
conditions thereof. The Panel's determination shall be in writing and shall be delivered to the
Respondent, the Church Attorney, the Bishop Diocesan and the Intake Officer, and shall be
binding in the same manner as provided in Canon IV.7.7. In the event of the dissolution of the
restriction on ministry or Administrative Leave, the Bishop Diocesan may give notice thereof to
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such persons and Communities having notice of the restriction on ministry or Administrative
Leave as the Bishop Diocesan deems appropriate.

Sec. 13. Any Accord or Order resulting from Canons IV.9, IV.10,

IV.12 or IV.13, unless otherwise specified, shall supersede any restriction on ministry or
Administrative Leave then in effect.

BRIEF OF THE EPISCOPAL CHURCH - SUPPLEMENT SUPP - 21



