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Introduction
The Anglican Communion consists of 40 autonomous churches, 
also known as provinces around the world. It encompasses over 165 
countries. This is a short introduction to The Episcopal Church.  
More information about The Anglican Communion and each of the 
Member Churches can be found at anglicancommunion.org. 

Important Information
Short History

Anglican worship was first celebrated in North America on the coast 
near San Francisco, by Sir Francis Drake’s chaplain, in 1579. The 
first regular worship began in Jamestown, Virginia, in 1607. English 
mission societies (SPG in particular) supported the early work under 
the direction of the Bishop of London, who never visited the American 
colonies. The American Revolution challenged the ongoing existence of 
Anglicanism, as many clergy departed for Canada or other parts of the 
British Empire. Lay leaders were responsible for continuing the work 
of parish churches and recruiting clergy. The first bishop for the new 
Episcopal Church was consecrated by the Scottish Episcopal Church in 
1784, with two other bishops consecrated by the Church of England 
after changes in English law. At that point, The Episcopal Church 
became fully autonomous and soon began to send missionaries to other 
parts of the Americas and beyond. Today a quarter of the Anglican 
Communion’s provinces derive at least in part from that missionary 
work. The Episcopal Church today includes 100 dioceses in the United 
States, and 12 additional dioceses or jurisdictions in 15 nations in Asia, 
the Pacific, Latin America, the Caribbean, and Europe.

Primate(s)
The Most Rev. Michael B. Curry

Website: episcopalchurch.org 

Facts

Countries

The United States, Taiwan, Venezuela, The Virgin Islands, Haiti, 
Honduras, Colombia, The Dominican Republic, Ecuador

Number of Dioceses - 112

Closing
These documents were produced by the Global Partnerships  
Office of The Episcopal Church. For more information please visit  
episcopalchurch.org/globalpartnerships. 
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For more information about Global Partnerships 
contact: Jenny Grant, Officer for Global Relations 
and Networking at jgrant@episcopalchurch.org
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