July 24, 2013
Dear Member of Congress,
As communities of faith united by our common religious traditions and values of justice and
compassion, we write to you today to urge you to co-sponsor and support the Fair Minimum
Wage Act of 2013 (S. 460/H.R. 1010) introduced by Senator Tom Harkin and Representative
George Miller.
This important piece of legislation would raise the federal minimum wage from $7.25 to $10.10
by 2015 in three increments of 95 cents. The bill would also provide for annual increases in the
rate in future years to keep pace with the rising cost of living. Lastly, for the first time in 22 years
the Fair Minimum Wage Act of 2013 would raise the minimum wage for tipped workers from its
current low rate of $2.13 by 95 cents per year until it is 70% of the regular minimum wage.
Four years have passed since the official end of the recession, yet workers across the country
continue to struggle with a sluggish recovery. Now is the time to raise the federal minimum
wage. According to the Economic Policy Institute (EPI), 30 million workers would see a boost to
their income if this bill was passed. In addition, the Fair Minimum Wage Act would generate
more than $32 billion in new economic activity, translating to 140,000 new full-time jobs and
assisting local economies and communities.
Our common scriptures present a vision of shared responsibility, commanding that we care for
the vulnerable among us and also endows the notion of work with an inherent dignity. Right now
it is imperative that our nation’s leaders keep our economy on the pathway to a healthy recovery
and support low-wage workers. We believe you can do so by co-sponsoring and supporting the
Fair Minimum Wage Act of 2013.
To sign on as a co-sponsor please contact John D’Elia (John.D’Elia@mail.house.gov) in
Representative Miller’s office or Liz Weiss (Liz_Weiss@help.senate.gov) in Senator Harkin’s
office.
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