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Today, the First Sunday of Lent, the Church 
celebrates Episcopal Relief & Development 
Sunday. Lent was designated by the 2009 General 
Convention of The Episcopal Church as a time for 
remembering Episcopal Relief & Development’s 
work to heal a hurting world. Although the first 
Sunday in Lent is the official day of observance, 
congregations may hold a special service on any 
Sunday. 

“I urge all congregations to devote the first Sunday 
in Lent to reflecting on the life-giving work of 
Episcopal Relief & Development and giving 
meaningfully to support this vital ministry,” 
Presiding Bishop Curry said. “As the season of 
Lent calls us to re-examine our priorities, let’s unite 
in truly seeking and serving Christ in all persons, 
through the important work of Episcopal Relief & 
Development.” 

“Episcopal Relief & Development Sunday is a 
special opportunity to bring prayerful support 
of our work and that of our partners into your 
worship,” said Sean McConnell, Episcopal Relief 
& Development’s Senior Director of Engagement. 
“In addition to using our Lenten Meditations 
during this season, you and your congregation can 
also connect more deeply with the Church’s work 
worldwide by holding these vital ministries in your 
prayers throughout the year with Walk in Love.”

Episcopal Relief & Development offers an online toolkit of worship resources for congregations 
and groups wishing to participate in the commemoration, including:

• Lenten Meditations booklets in English and Spanish
• Bulletin inserts in English and Spanish
• Prayers in English and Spanish
• Checklist for organizers
• List of resources to order from Episcopal Marketplace

The Episcopal Relief & Development Sunday online toolkit is available at 
episcopalrelief.org/Sunday
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