
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Welcome to the Festival!   
  
I am so glad that you could come and be a part of this amazing event.  There has been a lot of 
prayer, planning, hard work and thoughtfulness put into the pieces that will be offered over the 
next seven days. In collaboration with a host of skilled practitioners and contemporaries the 
Festival is a place to step out of the norm and into a fresh space.  I hope you will find the Festival 
both a place of refreshment and one that reinvigorates both your faith in Christ and your life in 
the church. 
  
Please don’t hesitate to approach me or any Team member if you have a question.  We’re here to 
make your time as Festive as possible. 
  
Yours in Christ, 
  

 
 
  
The Rev’d Douglas Fenton, Staff Officer 
Young Adult & Higher Education Ministries 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 



 
 
 

WELCOME TO  
THE YOUNG ADULT FESTIVAL  

@ GENERAL CONVENTION 2006! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 
   
We are delighted you have accepted the invitation to be part of the Young Adult Festival at General 
Convention, in Columbus, Ohio from Monday June 12th through Monday June 19th. The Office of Young 
Adult & Higher Education Ministries of the Episcopal Church invites you to come prepared to explore 
and discern who you are in context of the community of the church. 
  
The Young Adult Festival offers daily programs as well as the opportunity to be a young adult presence at 
General Convention. 
 
 

Young Adult Festival 
6:30 -9:00 am Breakfast 
9:30 -11:30 am Program Session 
12:00 – 1:00 pm Lunch 
1:30 – 3:00 pm Program Session 
3:00 – 6:00 pm Spiritual Practices 
9:00 – 9:30 pm General Convention Briefing 
10:00 – 10:30 pm Compline 

General Convention  
7:30 -9:00 am Legislative Hearings 
9:30 -10:30 am Program Session 
10:45 – 1:00 pm Legislative Session 
2:30 – 6:00 pm Program Session 
 

  
While in Columbus, during General Convention, you are a representative of young adults in the Episcopal 
Church and we invite you take full advantage of this opportunity.   The Festival includes twelve 
programs, two each day. The programs include outside speakers to impart wisdom and offer guidance on 
your presence in the church, God’s presence in your everyday life, how to respond to God’s presence, and 
your role in guiding the future of the Episcopal Church.  In addition, the Young Adult Festival will be a 
time of connection and community with other young adults from across the country and around the 
world.  Afternoon and evening activities such as yoga, Theology on Tap, and Compline provide times to 
recharge, relax, and reflect on the day. 
 
The Office of Young Adult & Higher Education Ministries of the Episcopal Church has sent out an 
invitation for young adults to mind the gap and you have answered that call.  The Church invites you to 
read through the welcome packet and come prepared to learn how young adults are an integral part of the 
Episcopal Church and how you can help strengthen this “generation in the gap”.   
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Before you get to Columbus: 
 
 
Reminders:  
 

• Sign the Community Covenant and medical release form and send it to:   
 Luke Fodor, Episcopal Church Center, 815 Second Ave, New York, NY 10017. 
 

• Submit your travel arrangements at the online registration system 
 

• Calculate your expenditures while at YAF.  Below is an estimate of your costs: 
o Local Transportation: $50 
o Food: $100 
o Miscellaneous: $25  
 

Getting from the Airport:  
 
It is your responsibility to get yourself from the airport to the hotel.  
Here are three options: 
 
1) Taxi:   costs about $25 + tip 
 

--Pick up a cab outside of baggage claim to downtown.  We are staying at the Doubletree 
Guest Suites (50 S. Front Street).  
Total Time: 15 to 20 minutes  
 
2) Shuttle Service:   costs $15 + tip 
 

--Each shuttle leaves once an hour at 40 minutes after the hour from the Ground      
Transportation/Schedule Shuttle sign.  If you don’t see a shuttle, call them.  

Total Time: 35 minutes  
 Shuttle Services 

  
 
3) Public Bus (COTA):   costs $1.50 
 

--From the airport take the #92 James Rd Cross-
town buss to Broadway and James Street stop. Transfer to the #10 W Broadway; stand on the 
south side of Broadway to catch the westbound bus and get off on East Broadway and Front St 

Arch Transportation 

 
 
614-252-2277 

Super Shuttle 614-868-8888 

Urban Express Transportation 614-856-1000 

--Total cost $1.50 (ask for a transfer when you first get on the bus) 
Total time: 45 minutes to 1 hour 
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To bring or not to bring?   
 

Bring:   
 

• Money: 
Food is provided on a limited basis and therefore it is important to budget 
appropriately.  A full breakfast in the YAF lounge is included in the registration fee.  
Additionally, lunch is provided for those who attend the YAF program sessions.  In 
addition to meals, any incidentals for your hotel room will not be covered.  These 
items might include (but are not limited to) phone calls, daily gratuity for house 
keeping ($2 pp/day), pay-per-view movies, etc.  And there’s always shopping… 

 

• Snacks:  
There will be a college size fridge, microwave, coffee maker and a sink in your 
room.  You may wish to bring food, snacks, coffee or purchase locally other items 
during YAF if you are on a limited budget.   
 

• Comfortable clothing: 
The walking time from the hotel to the Convention Center is about 15 minutes, so 
bring comfortable walking shoes. The average temperatures are in the high 80s 
and in the low 60s. This is a pretty wide range; clothing for various and changing 
temperatures is wise.  Workout facilities are available at a nearby gym, so please 
feel encouraged to bring clothes for working out, yoga, or taking a walk. There will 
also be an opportunity to attend more formal events, one of which will be the 
Young Adult Reception—for which “business casual” is appropriate.  In general, 
business-casual is the suggested dress. 
 

• Enthusiasm: 
YAF is an important opportunity for young adults in the Church to be seen and 
heard by the leaders in the Episcopal Church.  We are glad that you are 
participating in the life of the Church. 
 

• Sense of Community 
The Community Covenant has been prayerfully prepared by the YAF Design Team 
and you will be expected to live by this agreement. We ask at the outset that you 
read the covenant carefully and consider your role in it. As we gather together, for 
the Young Adult Festival at General Convention, let’s remember our role as leaders 
and educators in the way we live into our ministry in the church both today and 
tomorrow. 

 

• Hospitality Suggestion: 
You may wish to bring a special gift or token from your region/town/church to 
share with the new friends you make.   
 

• An Extra Bag: 
The exhibit hall of General Convention is filled with vendors and exhibitors who 
have many things to sell and some free things for the taking.  You may wish to 
bring an extra bag to haul home your loot! 
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What not to bring: 
 
• Alcohol/drugs 

YAF exists to bring young adults into community at General Convention.  
Intoxication is distracting to true community building.  Our covenant states that 
we will not bring any drugs or alcohol to the YAF hotel.  If you drink outside of the 
hotel, please do so in moderation. 
 

• Towels/sheets 
We are staying at a hotel, so towels and sheets are provided.   
 

• Expensive equipment  
We are not responsible for lost or stolen property.  Be sure to safeguard your 
belongings.  All items that you bring are solely your responsibility. 
 

• A bad attitude 
No explanation necessary 

 
 
 
 

Other Things:   
 
For more information on General Convention see these websites:  
 

 http://www.episcopalchurch.org/53785_ENG_HTM.htm  
 http://newark.rutgers.edu/~lcrew/gc.html  
 http://www.episcopal-
dso.org/GC06/Resources/BishopDeputyHandbook.pdf  

 http://members.aol.com/tmollegen/GC2006/  
 

 
 

For more information on our presenters:  
 
 

 http://www.laurenwinner.net 
 http://www.revnancyroth.org 
 http://www.gracecatheddal.org/calender/category.php?cid=15   
 http://www.jameygraves.com 
 http://www.authorbuzz.com/dearreader/favreau.shtml   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.episcopalchurch.org/53785_ENG_HTM.htm
http://newark.rutgers.edu/%7Elcrew/gc.html
http://www.episcopal-dso.org/GC06/Resources/BishopDeputyHandbook.pdf
http://www.episcopal-dso.org/GC06/Resources/BishopDeputyHandbook.pdf
http://members.aol.com/tmollegen/GC2006/
http://newark.rutgers.edu/%7Elcrew/gc.html
http://www.revnancyroth.org/
http://www.gracecatheddal.org/calender/category.php?cid=15
http://www.jameygraves.com/
http://www.authorbuzz.com/dearreader/favreau.shtml
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Statement of Purpose and Community Covenant 
 
We are blessed and privileged to be able to come together in community to be mutually empowered at General 
Convention [GC].  In response to that opportunity, while at the Young Adult Festival [YAF], we agree to live out our 
baptismal covenant to: 
 
 • Proclaim by word and example the Good News of God in Christ. 
 • Seek and serve all people, loving our neighbors as ourselves. 
 • Strive for justice and peace among all people, and respect the dignity of every human being. 
 
In addition, we commit ourselves to the following areas of focus: 
 
Hospitality 
 
I commit myself to be hospitable to all members of the Episcopal Church, especially at the YAF and GC. I will 
welcome strangers as I am able. I understand that YAF locations and activities are a place for young people and a 
center for hospitality for all, where those who enter are equally valued and respected as fellow children of God.   
 
In keeping with this commitment, I will be in the hotel by 2am every night, and be quiet and respectful of my 
roommates’ need for rest and sleep. I will be respectful of the community, and will therefore not be intoxicated at 
the hotel, nor will I bring alcohol or illicit drugs into the hotel. I will obey the laws governing the city of Columbus 
and the canons of GC. I will hold myself, and my community, responsible for honoring this covenant of community 
life, specifically by respecting each other’s personal space and property. Furthermore, I will not engage in any 
physical behavior, sexual or otherwise, which would be destructive to the health of an individual or the community. 
 
Formation 
 
I commit myself to making room for the Spirit in my heart and in my relating with others, that the experience of 
living in community may transform me. I understand that God is made present in the world through living into 
right relationship with my Creator, myself, and my community. 
 
In keeping with this commitment, I will seek positive interactions with all people, regardless of the ways we are 
different. I will seek and respect the variety of each person’s experience of God.  I will strive to be an active 
participant in the YAF and GC, realizing that my participation contributes to others’ formation as much as my own. 
I will treat myself respectfully and lovingly, getting sufficient rest and time alone with God so that I can be 
physically and emotionally present to the YAF, GC, and everyone I meet. 
 
Witness 
 
I commit myself to living as a witness to Christ’s love, and to proclaiming the Gospel. I understand that my life is 
unique and intimately connected to the story of God’s people, and that I am called to join the ongoing witness of the 
saints.  
 
In keeping with this commitment, I will keep myself open to hearing and learning from others’ stories, and look for 
creative ways to share my story. In order to be an effective witness to the Gospel, I will be respectful and open to the 
ideas, values, and experiences of all, no matter how they differ from my own.   
 
Mission 
 
I commit myself to being faithful to the Gospel, by striving to reflect the love of God in all that I do and say. I 
understand that I am called as a Christian to respond to the grace of God by loving both God and my neighbor. 
 
In keeping with this commitment, I will share that love by participating in the YAF and GC.  I will do so faithfully, to 
call my fellow young adults and the church to live in accordance with the Gospel. Finally, I will not leave my 
experience of the YAF and GC here in Columbus but will instead carry it forth into the world. 
 
As part of this Young Adult Festival community, I embrace this statement of purpose and will abide by these 
commitments. 
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Young Adult Festival: 
 
The purpose of the Young Adult Festival (YAF) is to provide a place to explore Convention, to 
learn more about ourselves, and to build authentic community with other young adults in the 
wider Episcopal Church, and of course to have fun. 
 
YAF is not a conference and, as such, it is not explicitly educational.  The Festival provides an 
opportunity for young adults to explore and discern who they are in the context of the 
community of the church.  It will expose individuals to the many facets of the church, and will 
allow participants of the YAF to connect with many church programs such as Short-term 
Internship Program, Domestic Internship Program, and Young Adult Service Corp and 
offices/departments and agencies like Episcopal Migration Ministries, and Episcopal Relief and 
Development.  In one sense, this Festival creates a specialized community that is energizing and 
supportive of individuals as they experience the larger community of the church and General 
Convention.   
 
Each day there are several components to YAF:  two program sessions with speakers and 
panelists and an opportunity to explore various spiritual practices in the afternoon. The design 
of the week is to invite you on a journey where you can explore your place in the church.   
 
As you may have noticed, the Young Adult Festival (YAF) program sessions are fairly extensive.  
It is also clear that YAF is not "the only show in town".  One of the principal purposes in holding 
the Young Adult Festival, in conjunction with General Convention, is to provide young adults a 
venue in which to explore the larger church and its legislative process.  YAF participants will 
have access to GC, including the important Legislative Committees which convene from 7:30am 
to 9:00am everyday.    

In short, no one is required to participate in every YAF programming session.  Although we do 
encourage everyone to participate in the YAF as much as possible, we completely acknowledge 
that some participants may want to spend time at certain GC sessions.  The YAF is all about 
growing into and finding our place in the church as young adults, which means that you may 
find certain activities at GC more edifying, and it is up to you to discern where you belong at any 
moment.  

 

Young Adult Festival Schedule: 
 

Monday (6/12/06)  
3:00-5:30pm   Registration and Hotel Check In
7:00pm Reception/Welcome/Orientation

Tuesday (6/13/06)  
7:00-10:30am Buffet Breakfast at Doubletree near the lounge
9:30-11:30am Session I: Mind the Gap: Young Adult Experience—Lauren Winner
1:30-3:00pm Session II: Spiritual Journaling as Sabbath—Lauren Winner
3:00-4:30pm Lectio Divina Workshop—David Nelson
4:30-6:00pm Anglican Prayer Beads Workshop—Rachel Swan
9:00-9:30pm General Convention Briefing—Mary Getz 
10:00pm Compline at Trinity Church at 125 E Broad St (see map)
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Wednesday (6/14/06)  
7:00-10:30am Buffet Breakfast at Doubletree near the lounge
9:30-11:30am Session I: Hearing God Daily—Br. Eric Michael, SSF & Sr. Sarah 

Randal, SSM
1:30-3:00pm Session II: Discerning Your Rule of Life— Br. Eric Michael, SSF & Sr. 

Sarah Randal, SSM
3:00-4:30pm Yoga—California Gym (see map)
10:00am-5:00pm Prayer Path—Lilly Lewin
6:00-8:00pm Theology on Tap—Karen Favreau
9:00-9:30pm General Convention Briefing—Mary Getz 
10:00pm Compline at Trinity Church at 125 E Broad St (see map)
Thursday (6/15/06)  
7:00-10:30am Buffet Breakfast at Doubletree near the lounge
9:30-11:30am Session I: Living Wi$ely—Terry Parsons
1:30-3:00pm Session II: Walk Justly & Live Rightly
3:00-4:30pm Body Prayer Workshop—The Rev. Nancy Roth
4:30-6:00pm Liturgical Dance Workshop—The Rev. Nancy Roth
6:00-8:00pm Young Adult Deputies Reception
9:00-9:30pm General Convention Briefing—Mary Getz 
10:00pm Compline at Trinity Church at 125 E Broad St (see map)
Friday (6/16/06)  
7:00-10:30am Buffet Breakfast at Doubletree near the lounge
9:30-11:30am Session I: Be Open to all the Possibilities—Panel Discussion
1:30-3:00pm Session II: Our Place in the Church—The Rev. Charlie Dupree
3:00-4:30pm Yoga—California Gym (see map)
3:00-4:30pm Icons/Art Workshop—The Rev. Mark Ruyak 
4:30-6:00pm Centering Prayer Workshop—The Rev. Mark Ruyak 
6:00-8:00pm Theology on Tap—The Rev. Canon Paul S Nancarrow
9:00-9:30pm General Convention Briefing—Mary Getz 
10:00pm Compline at Trinity Church at 125 E Broad St (see map)
Saturday (6/17/06)  
7:00-10:30am Buffet Breakfast at Doubletree near the lounge
9:30-11:30am Session I: Living Your Faith Out Loud—Panel Discussion
1:30-3:00pm Session II: Speaking of Faith: Roaring Lambs
3:00-4:30pm Spiritual Knitting Workshop—Carol Taylor   
4:30-6:00pm Praying with Music—Jamey Graves 
9:00-9:30pm General Convention Briefing—Mary Getz 
10:00pm Compline at Trinity Church at 125 E Broad St (see map)
Sunday (6/18/06)   
7:00-10:30am Buffet Breakfast at Doubletree near the lounge
9:00-10:15am General Convention Eucharist  
12:00-2:00pm Presiding Bishop Election 
3:30-5:00pm Wrap Up/Evaluations/Letter to Self  
9:00-9:30pm General Convention Briefing—Mary Getz  
10:00pm Compline at Trinity Church at 125 E Broad St (see map)
Monday (6/19/06)   
7:00-10:30am Buffet Breakfast at Doubletree near the lounge
12:00pm Departure/Check Out of Hotel 
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YAF Session Descriptions: 
  

Tuesday Session I: Minding the Gap 
 

The “gap” is not about flat front pants or the London Underground. It’s 
about us, young adults in and out of the church. We are often called the 
generation in the gap. There is no way to put us in a box, categorize or build 
the perfect program-in-a-box for us. There are not a lot of gaps of time in 
our days and sometimes God doesn’t make our calendar. Come and enter 
into the journey of the Young Adult Festival. With our guest, author Lauren 
Winner (Girl Meets God, Mudhouse Sabbath, and Real Sex: The Naked 
Truth About Chastity), we will explore who we are, what lies ahead in the 
week, and how to get into the gap and escape the busyness of life. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Tuesday Session II: What Sabbath?
  

How can we keep the Sabbath from dying in a world that demands so much of our time and 
energy? Join us as Lauren Winner takes us on a journey to discover practical tools than can keep 
the Sabbath in our daily lives. 
 
Wednesday Session I: Hearing God Daily
  
Hearing God above the cacophony of your daily life requires resolve and intentionality.  Often God 
is relegated only to Sundays or the mountain-top moments of inspiration; in this session we will 
expose this tendency to dismiss God.  Come and hear how persons from religious orders 
intentionally encounter God in their lives, as they find the Divine in the mundane. God dwells not 
only in the privacy of our church, but in the ground beneath our feet, the air that we breathe, and 
in the person sitting next to us on the bus.     
 
Wednesday Session II: Discerning Your Rule of Life
 
Does the busyness of your life keep you from truly hearing?  Wish your life had a rulebook?  
God created us with ears to hear, but we have forgotten how to hear.  Through a guided auditory 
experience, we will discover the still small voice of the Divine.  After learning to perceive the 
primal sound of God, we will learn to truly hear and obey through the drafting a rule of life.   
Members of religious orders will share the role the rule plays in their life and facilitate the 
composition of your own rule of life. 
 
Thursday Session I: Living Wi$ely  
 
What do we do with our money?  Do we live beyond our means?  Are we using your 
money in the way God intends?  Terry Parsons, National Stewardship Officer, will 
speak about the stewardship of our individual resources, and how we become 
intentional in our use of them.  The focus will be on the model of “Living Wi$ely” as 
one-way to faithfully respond to God’s presence in our lives by being good stewards of 
the money we receive. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

http://www.airtran.com/programs/a_visa.aspx
http://www.episcopalchurch.org/49662_70134_ENG_HTM.htm
http://www.episcopalchurch.org/49662_70134_ENG_HTM.htm
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Thursday Session II: Living Justly and Walking Rightly
  
The world is not a fair place.  What injustices do you encounter that make you wish you could 
change them?  What can you do about them?  A panel of young adults who are currently engaged 
in social justice work will present their personal journeys with God which led them to their work 
and the discoveries and transformations that have resulted from their work.  Panelists will come 
from a variety of social justice causes, including prison ministry, fair trade issues, Episcopal Relief 
and Development, Episcopal Peace Fellowship, and migrant worker ministry.   
 
Friday Session I: Our Place in the Church 
  
Are young adults able to lead the church?  We already are!  Come and find out how.  This session 
will focus on how young adults are offering their leadership in the church and beyond.  Hear from 
young adults who are exercising their ministry in different roles within the life of the church, in a 
parish, diocesan, provincial and national level.  
  
We will be joined by young adults who are General Convention Deputies, Executive Council 
members of the Episcopal Church, priests, vestry members, musicians, artists, Eucharistic 
ministers, members of search committees, altar guild and the list will go on with all of us who 
share in this session. 
 
Friday Session II: Be Open to all the Possibilities 
  
During this session, we will dream of, and build upon, ways in which our leadership can be 
realized, empowered and an instrument to serve God with all our heart, mind and soul. 
  
The Rev. Charles Dupree, Priest-in-Charge of St. Gregory’s, Woodstock, N.Y., will offer a session 
in which we will experience concrete ways we can be empowered to be the leaders we are called to 
be.  Get ready for an engaging session as a young adult who is moving forward in building our 
church communities through our faith.  We will seek ways to model ways in which we as young 
adults can be involved in leadership.   
 
Saturday Session I: Living our Faith out Loud  

Where does God go when we leave church on Sunday?   A panel of five lay people from various 
walks of life will share how God is present in their lives as they live out their faith in the world.  
Bring your questions and thoughts on this topic. 
 
Saturday Session II: Speaking of Faith:  Roaring Lambs  

Jesus calls us to be “lambs that roar”.  This session will involve an open 
discussion on how to share your faith with people you don't know, 
including practical applications.  This session will challenge you to get 
outside  of your comfort zone and learn how to share your story with 
others.  
 

Sunday: Wrapping Up

With the election of the new Presiding Bishop, there will be no YAF program sessions in the 
morning.  In the afternoon we will do some “wrapping up” and evaluation of our journey together. 
 



 

10 

Other Community Opportunities: 
 
Lounge:  Looking to connect with your peers in an informal discussion or just looking for a 
place to hang out?  Why not plan to visit the YAF lounge.  The lounge is at the Doubletree hotel, 
lobby level, in the Scarlet and Gray room behind the dining room/restaurant on the south side of 
the building. The lounge is open from 7 am to 12 am and there is always a design team member 
on duty should you need anything.   
 
Chapel 
There is a chapel just off the main lobby in the Boardroom, to the right of the reception desk.  It 
is open daily from 7 a.m. to midnight. This space is set aside for sacred conversation, meditation, 
prayer, and quiet times. Please take time to visit. 
 
Worship 
From 10 to 10:30 p.m., every night during the Festival you will find Compline, the last office of 
the day, at Trinity Church, (125 E Broad St, see map). This worship will be different each night. 
Jamey Graves and a host of talented musicians from Ohio State University will lead the music so 
integral to this beautiful and ancient service.  Come and see.  Come and listen.  Come and pray. 
 
 

General Convention 
 

The Young Adult Festival isn’t the ‘only show in town’.  Here is the scoop on that other 
gathering: 
 

Introduction to General Convention 

 
by Gregory Straub, Executive Officer  

 With few precedents for a republican form of church governance the first General Convention met in 
1785 in Philadelphia. That convention began work on a constitution and a revision of the Book of 
Common Prayer, the church’s book of worship. Within ten years the General Convention had agreed on 
its form of governance and its pattern of worship, both of which endure to the present day.  
  
Uniquely for its time, the convention determined on a bicameral house in which elected (rather than 
royally appointed) bishops would make up one house and lay and ordained deputies (equally 
represented) would make up the other house.  
  
All Episcopalian bishops, active and retired, are entitled to seat, voice and vote in the House of Bishops 
(unless deprived of the privilege). Each of the Episcopal Church’s domestic and foreign dioceses (and the 
Convocation of Churches in Europe) is entitled to elect eight deputies, four lay persons and four priests 
and/or deacons, to the House of Deputies. (The diocesan electors of deputies are themselves elected 
representatives from local parishes.) Deputies are not delegates; that is, they are not elected to represent 
the electing dioceses. Deputies vote their conscience for the good of the church. They cannot be 
instructed to vote one way or another, for to do so would preclude godly debate and preempt the work of 
the Holy Spirit. Deputies are expected to serve on committees, if appointed, to attend forums and 
hearings, to read the reports to the church from its commissions, committees and appointed boards, to 
listen to, and if so moved, to respond to resolutions on the floor of the house. 
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The House of Bishops and House of Deputies meet, deliberate and vote separately. To be enacted 
resolutions must pass both houses in the same language. Both houses have the right to amend legislation, 
but the amendment must be accepted by the other house. Resolutions presented to convention come 
from four sources: committees, commissions, agencies and boards of the church; bishops; dioceses and 
provinces; and deputies.  
  
In the House of Deputies three lay or clerical deputations from different dioceses may request a vote by 
orders. In a vote by orders each diocesan deputation has two votes: one lay vote and one clerical vote. To 
cast that vote the deputation is polled. If a majority of a deputation is in favor, the diocesan lay or clerical 
vote is cast as a “yes.” If a majority of a deputation is opposed, the vote is cast as a “no.” Tied deputations 
count as “divided” and, in effect, as additional “no” votes. 
  
The House of Bishops is chaired by the Primate of the Episcopal Church, Presiding Bishop Frank T. 
Griswold, and, in his absence, by the Vice Chair, Bishop Richard S. O. Chang. They are assisted by the 
Secretary of the House of Bishops, Bishop Kenneth L. Price; a Parliamentarian, David Beers; and a Chair 
of the Committee on Dispatch, Bishop Wayne Wright. 
  
The House of Deputies is chaired by the President of the House, Dean George Werner, and, in his 
absence, by the Vice President, Bonnie Anderson. They are assisted by the Secretary of the House of 
Deputies (myself); a Parliamentarian, Polly Getz; and a Chair of the Committee on Dispatch, J. P. Causey. 
(This General Convention will elect a new President and Vice President of the House, who will take office 
at the close of General Convention.) 
  
Much of the work of convention is carried out by legislative committees. The Presiding Bishop and the 
President of the House of Deputies determine the number of committees, the number of persons who 
serve on them and their composition. Deputies are asked to indicate their preference for membership on 
committees, and the presiding officers make their choice considering previous experience, expertise and 
interest, ensuring the committees represent diverse points of view, geographic, ethnic and gender 
diversity and participation by younger deputies. Resolutions proposed for discussion at convention are 
referred to committees, which consider, amalgamate and perfect them before presenting them on the 
floor of convention. For important legislation committees may hold hearings at which anyone can speak: 
deputy, alternate or interested member. These are held in convention hotels near the Convention Center. 
  
In 2006, the 75th General Convention of the Episcopal Church will meet in Columbus, Ohio from 
Monday, 12 June through Wednesday, 21 June. In response to previous conventions’ requests that 
convention be stewards of time and resources it will be one legislative day shorter than recent 
conventions. It is scheduled for June, because that is the cheapest time to hold convention in Columbus. 
(Other cities have different low seasons.) 
  
General Convention meets prayerfully. Each morning bishops, deputies, registered alternates and 
delegates to the ECW Triennial gather for Bible study and Holy Eucharist. At next year’s General 
Convention the themes for these gatherings will reflect the observances for the days from the church’s 
calendar of saints, or, if there is no saint’s day, the theme of General Convention: Come & Grow. 
  
Both the House of Deputies and the House of Bishops have chaplains, who lead their houses in regular 
prayer at the beginning and end of sessions and daily at noon. Chaplains are also asked to pray before the 
enactment of important legislation. Organizations within the church sponsor additional worship services, 
while volunteers staff a prayer room in which there is continual intercession for the work of convention. 
  
A highlight of every General Convention is its festival Eucharist at which the United Thank Offering is 
presented. (The United Thank Offering is taken up in parishes twice each year for the mission of the 
church.) For this General Convention a musical setting of the Holy Eucharist has been commissioned in 
honor of the Presiding Bishop, and it will have its premiere in its entirety at this service.  
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The regular Sunday Eucharist will precede the House of Bishop’s election of a Presiding Bishop. When 
their nominee is affirmed by the House of Deputies, he or she will become the 26th Presiding Bishop of 
the Episcopal Church. 
  
Debate on the floor is governed by the Constitution and Canons of the church, the Joint Rules of Order 
and Roberts’ Rules of Order. Deputies are expected to listen respectfully to the views of others and to 
adhere to the rules, which require, for example, that persons of different points of view alternate at 
microphones. 
  
Convention is more than legislation. One of the most interesting parts of convention is the Exhibit Hall. 
The Exhibit Hall reminds me of an oriental souk: it is a marketplace of goods and ideas in which the 
organizations and interest groups within the church present their wares, recruit members and do their 
best to influence legislation. It is a colorful part of convention, and it would not be General Convention 
without it. 
  
Many church-related organizations hold meetings in conjunction with convention, and there are lunches 
and dinners hosted by seminaries, provinces, societies, boards and staff offices of the church. One 
gathering not to be missed is the triennial meeting of the Episcopal Church Women. The ECW meeting 
has changed over the past several decades; it focuses on the mission and service of the church, and many 
of the church’s most distinguished members are invited to address this body.  
  
General Convention is a combination of legislative assembly, bazaar of goods and services and family 
reunion. It is one of the most exciting and, truth be told, one of the most awe-inspiring gatherings in the 
world. 
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Kate Hanisian 

Kate is not a particular member of a specific parish in the diocese, although she is known to randomly show 
up here and there (especially if there’s an evening service.  She feels worship at that time of day is much more 
contemplative).  At a previous juncture in her life, she enrolled in the ordination process, and began it, and 
spent a good year going through it, before God did not come to her in a dream, but came to her in the 
afternoon, in the form of a realization, that felt very listen- worthy, that told her to wait on the seminary 
thing.  She has since developed a strong inner compass that has directed her towards the God in the youth of 
inner-city Cincinnati, where she serves as a Jr. High/High School English teacher in a school that runs 10 
hours a day, year round.  She feels her faith is represented in works, and the lessons learned from those 
works, and the multitude of people she meets through those works.  She is looking forward to serving on this 
panel because she is not sure what it will entail except that it sounds like real people, who want to have a real 
conversation, about real things, which, to her, is real(ly) interesting. 

 
Bryan Krislock 

 
Bryan has an extensive background of involvement on the parish, diocesan, provincial and national levels of 
the church. He is a member of Church of the Resurrection, Spokane Valley, WA where he was raised. He 
attended Western Washington University where he majored in Economics and Political Science and was 
active in the local Canterbury Club. Now Bryan is a staff member for the Diocese of Spokane where he is the 
editor of the diocesan paper “Inland Episcopalian”, webmaster, and a member of their Endowment 
Campaign staff. In the past he has been a member of the Youth Presence for the 2000 General Convention, 
served on Provincial Youth Councils, the Provincial Youth Event design team, the Episcopal Youth Event 
Design Team and the Bishop’s  Search Committee 

 
Malaika Kamunanwire 

 
Malaika Kamunanwire is the Senior Director for Marketing & Communications at Episcopal Relief and 
Development (ERD). In this role, she oversees and develops the marketing strategy as well as implements a 
communications plan that enables the organization to accomplish its mission along with programmatic and 
financial goals. Malaika serves as a spokesperson to the media and manages the execution of all public 
relations activities, including: framing Episcopal Relief and Development’s message, fueling creative 
development, and tracking performance and results.  Working with ERD and the larger Episcopal Church, 
she is able to combine her professional expertise with her faith.  Malaika has a BA from Spelman College in 
Atlanta, Georgia, and an MS in Political Science from Massachusetts Institute of Technology.   

 
Lilly Lewin  

 

In the last fifteen years, Lilly has worked with churches that run the gamut from seeker to mainline, from 
mega church to small traditional, everything from Foursquare Gospel to American Baptist, Presbyterian to 
Vineyard. Lilly was Director of Spiritual Formation at Christ Church Glendale (Episcopal) in Cincinnati, 
Ohio from 1998 through January 2005. In the fall of 2001, with a few leaders and some enthusiastic 
students, she started an experiential worship service called Sacred Space. Sacred Space uses multi-sensory 
prayer, silence, art, discussion and multi media, integrating ancient and future forms of worship to bring 
liturgy new life. In 2004 she helped found Map Room; an ecumenical experiential worship community for 
college and post college adults in and around the University of Cincinnati. Lilly leads and creates 
experiential worship nationwide and is currently working on a book with Dan Kimball for Youth 
Specialties/Zondervan due out in 2007. 

 
Ranjit K. Mathews  

 

Ranjit is a member of St. Michael's Episcopal Church in Milton, MA. On June 3rd, he will be 
ordained to the transitional diaconate in the Diocese of Massachusetts. On the national level, 
Ranjit is on the executive council of the Episcopal Peace Fellowship, as well as an active 
member of Episcopalians for Global Reconciliation. He was formerly a Young Adult Service 
Core Missionary to the HIV/AIDS office of the Anglican Church Province of Southern Africa.  
Currently he is taking a couple of classes at the Episcopal Divinity School, while also doing 
research for the Human Development and Capability Association. Ranjit is deeply passionate 
about international justice issues, and looking forward to his time at the Young Adult 
Festival. 
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Dr. Jim Menke 
Jim is a member of St. Matthew’s Church, Westerville, Oh.  He currently servers as a youth minister and a 
member of the church’s Order of St. Luke Chapter and provides hospital visitation and anointing. He also serves 
as delegate to the Columbus Deanery and as a convention delegate.  In his “other life” he is a neonatologist at 
Columbus Childrens’ Hospital, The Ohio State University Hospital and Mt. Carmel East Hospital. He is also 
faculty member of the Department of Pediatrics at The Ohio State University.  He also works as a medical 
informatics specialist at Columbus Children’s Hospital. He has been married to Jackie Menke for 36 years and 
has three grown children. 
 
Br. Eric Michael, SSF 

 

 
Br. Eric Michael is a member of the Society of St. Francis and resides at Little Portion Friary 
in Mt. Sinai, New York.  He grew up in the Chicago area.  He has a B.A. in Political Science 
from Indiana University--Bloomington.  He recently returned from doing relief work for 
hurricane victims in New Orleans.  He spends most of his days working in the friary's guest 
ministry program, feeding the poor, assisting men in a homeless shelter, and occasionally 
volunteering at the diocesan summer camp.    He became a brother to follow his journey in 
finding Jesus in the faces of others. 

 
The Rev. Alex Montes 

 

 
Father Montes was born in Huacho, a small town north of Lima, Perú.  In 1975, his family 
moved to Guatemala, where his father attended seminary.  When his father graduated 
from seminary, he was invited to pastor a church in Harlingen, Texas.  That’s how Alex’s 
family ended up in the United States, and Texas.  They spent six years in the “Valley” and 
then moved to Houston.  While in college, he worked as a priest’s assistant and worship 
leader for the Spanish-speaking congregation at Church of the Redeemer, Houston.  After 
graduating, he worked at Iglesia Episcopal, San Mateo, Houston, as the youth pastor and 
worship leader.   Alex graduated from the Virginia Theological Seminary (VTS), Alexandria, 
Virginia, in May 2005, and was ordained in June of the same year. 

 
The Rev. Canon Paul S Nancarrow 

 
Father Nancarrow is rector of St George's Church in St Louis Park, Minnesota. Paul grew up 
in Michigan and served churches in the dioceses of Michigan and Tennessee before coming to 
Minnesota. His special interests are in theology of nature, process theology, and sacramental 
spirituality. He serves the Diocese of Minnesota as Canon Theologian, and is co-author of the 
recently published The Call of the Spirit: Process Spirituality in a Relational World. Paul has 
been helping to facilitate "Theology and a Pint" gatherings in and around St George's for the 
last six months. 

 
Terry Parsons 

 

Terry Parsons has been a magazine editor, marketing consultant to small businesses, director 
of development for a not-for-profit human service agency and developed a training program 
for women executives before beginning her work in stewardship. Currently she serves as 
Missioner for Stewardship and Discipleship in the Congregational Ministries Cluster of the 
Episcopal Church. She believes it is more important to study the Bible than budgets, to pray 
than to beg. She also believes the greatest challenge facing congregations today is our 
preference for scarcity, and reluctance to claim the abundance which God offers. 
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Sr. Sarah Randal, SSM 

 

Sr. Sarah Margaret arrived in Boston in August 2000 to try her vocation in the Society of St. 
Margaret and had the joy of making her life profession last year. Since her arrival, she has 
been learning the “ins and outs” of running a retreat center, becoming acquainted in the 
process with the innards of heating systems, the offering of retreats, and the need to assure 
guests that no one is listening to their chewing during silent meals. She is still learning to 
balance work, prayer, life in community, and coursework at the Episcopal Divinity School, but 
God keeps showing up in all of it. Before coming to St. Margaret’s, Sr. Sarah taught French 
and English as a Second Language at an Episcopal girls’ boarding school in Virginia.   

 
The Rev. Nancy Roth 

 

 
Nancy Roth is an Episcopal priest, retreat leader, author, dancer, and musician. Her work as a 
resource person in the area of spirituality draws on her many interests: the integration of body 
and spirit, the contemplative tradition of prayer, the arts, and the relationship of Christian faith 
and ethics to environmental issues.  Her training has included studying piano at the Juilliard 
School of Music Pre-College Division, receiving a B.A. with a major in music from Oberlin 
College, and life-long training in ballet and other forms of dance and exercise.  Find out more 
at: http://www.revnancyroth.org/  

 
 
Molly Russell 
 
Molly Russell, a recent graduate of the Ohio State University where she studied Spanish, Business and 
Sociology, is passionate about non-profit work due in large part to my experience in the Episcopal Church. 
Starting in high school she took leadership positions in youth retreats and the diocesan summer camping 
program. In the fall of 2002, she started a new ministry with the diocesan Hispanic/Latino Missioner, which it 
taught her a lot about how this church works and how lay people can affect change in a wide community.  She 
has also held leadership positions in diocesan youth camping program and had the opportunity to serve as the 
Director of Summer Camping in 2005. Both this opportunity and her time with Hispanic/Latino ministries have 
prepared me for her most recent diocesan involvement as a member of the Nominating committee for the ninth 
Bishop of Southern Ohio.  
 
 
The Rev. Mark Ruyak  

Mark Ruyak, an Episcopal priest, artist, retreat leader and labyrinth facilitator, has been 
serving at Grace Cathedral, San Francisco as Associate Pastor for Adult Christian Formation 
and Education and the 20s/30s@Grace for the past six years.  With a MEd in Art Education and 
a professional background in the arts as a gallery owner/artist, Mark seeks to explore the 
interplay of the arts with our own spiritual journey.  Some of his programs with the 
20s/30s@Grace have included the San Francisco Interfaith Habitat for Humanity House, a 
20s/30s Film Festival – theological reflection on films and popular culture, Art and Spirit small 
group with museum visits and performances and Theology on Tap.  Mark initiated the 
development of a brochure, “Opportunities for the Sacred Journey”, which describes the many 
activities of the Grace Cathedral congregation. 

 
The Rev. Will Scott 

 

Will Scott, is Associate Rector for Adult Education at St. John's Episcopal Church in McLean, 
Virginia. While at Virginia Theological Seminary, Will was convener of the Episcopal Peace 
Fellowship of Northern Virginia and served as President of the Social Concerns Society. Will 
graduated in 2000 from Simon's Rock College of Bard where he studied Cross-Cultural 
Relations. Will spent his junior year in India, Tibet and Nepal. The son of a public school 
teacher and social worker, Will grew up in the Shenandoah Valley of Virginia. 
 

http://www.revnancyroth.org/
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Lauren Winner 

 

Lauren F. Winner, the former book editor for Beliefnet, is the author of three books, Girl 
Meets God, Mudhouse Sabbath, and, most recently, Real Sex: The Naked Truth about 
Chastity.  She has appeared on PBS’s Religion & Ethics Newsweekly and has written for The 
New York Times Book Review, The Washington Post Book World, Publishers Weekly, and 
Christianity Today. Her essays have been included in The Best Christian Writing 2000 and 
The Best Christian Writing 2002. Winner has degrees from Columbia and Cambridge 
universities and is currently at work on her doctorate in the history of American religion and 
her M.Div. at Duke Divinity School. She lives in Durham, North Carolina, with her husband, 
Griff Gatewood. www.laurenwinner.net  

 
Brad Turner 

 
Brad Turner is a cradle Episcopalian born and raised in Columbus, Ohio. Today, he calls 
Cincinnati home, where he attends Calvary Episcopal Church in Clifton, and both sings in the 
choir and serves on the vestry. An active member of the Diocese of Southern Ohio, Brad has led 
and participated in several Happenings, as well as worked as a counselor at the Procter Summer 
Camp. A 2003 graduate of Xavier University, Brad now works as the Marketing Coordinator for 
Forward Movement Publications, an official non-profit agency of the Episcopal Church, known for 
Forward Day by Day and other publications. 

 

http://www.laurenwinner.net/
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