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EMM Launches
Newsletter!

I am pleased to
inaugurate an
occasional newsletter

which Episcopal Migration
Ministries (EMM ) hopes
will highlight for our
network and other readers
key issues effecting the
welfare of refugees and
immigrants. The past two
years have seen a marked decline in the
number of refugees finding placement in the
US. A corollary  has been restricted access to
asylum for those coming directly to our shores
in search of safety from persecution and
oppression. Both developments give a sense of
urgency to equipping us to be well informed so
that we can so  that we can speak  forcefully
for the rights of refugees and immigrants.

Helping readers to understand  the
worldwide refugee situation, particularly those
crises which impact on the work of Episcopal
Migration Ministries , will also find  coverage in
our newsletter

Throughout the United States refugees
are beginning their lives anew, demonstrating
not only determination to overcome the tragedy
of forcible displacement but offering to our
communities the incredible gifts which
newcomers have historically given  this nation.
Their stories of achievement need to  be told
and this newsletter will provide such 
an opportunity.

EMM is supported by a network of
affiliates and parishes around the country
whose work is essential to the welcome which
we give to refugees. We will acknowledge
their support of EMM’s mission as we  tell  our
story and that of refugees to our Church.

We hope that this newsletter will keep
those in our Church concerned refugees and
immigrants connected with our ministry of
hospitality and advocacy. We also hope that
this modest attempt at sharing information and
experiences about this work will stimulate
many to speak on behalf of these vulnerable
individuals. Our collective voice is the only
voice which they have.

With Great Expectations,
Richard Parkins, Executive Director

Welcome In the News
First wave arrives
Somali Bantu Refugees Present Extra Challenges

A fter being shuffled around refugee
camps for more than a decade, nine
Somali Bantu refugees arrived in

Syracuse in June. Over the next two years,
12,000 Bantus are expected to be settled in
50 communities; Syracuse will receive 500.

The Bantus were slaves once, brought to
Somalia from Tanzania, Mozambique and
Malawi by Arab traders in the 1800s. They
were freed decades later but remained
burdened in the lowest standing in Somali

society;
somewhere
between slave and sharecropper.

The refugees were met by 40 people that included
other Somali refugees, church officials, refugee program
officials and students and teachers from a local
elementary school. The greeters brought American flags,
coloring books, crayons and other gifts.

Marion Jones, a volunteer with the InterReligious
Council’s refugee program, said she could identify with the
Bantus because of her family history. “This is exciting to

me and emotional because my ancestors were slaves
brought from Africa.”

This is a more challenging group of people to
settle because they are illiterate, they don’t speak

English — they will need to master English in
order to work — and are not accustomed to

urban life, said Richard Parkins, director of
Episcopal Migration Ministries. They speak

Somali, Swahili and their ethnic
language, Maay. Nonetheless, he is
excited about their arrival. “We feel that
any refugees that need to be rescued
should be rescued,” Parkins said.

The Bantus will be clustered in a
community setting to provide more

support from churches, Parkins said.
“We are preparing resettlement sites to

deal with the individual needs of 
these people.”

Continued on Page 2.

Children from H.W. Smith school come to meet their
new classmates and their families, and to hand out 
t-shirts and tote bags.

Madina Omari with Daughter Amina Sharif
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In the News

US Government Dramatically Reduces
Number of Refugees Finding Safety

F or the past two years, the United States has retreated from its longstanding policy of
giving new homes to thousands of desperate refugees. For the past two years, only
about   26,000 refugees have had their dreams of a new beginning realized. Just ten

years ago, US hospitality extended to 132,000 refugees, and a steady decline in refugee
newcomers has been occurring since then. After 9/11, the doors have opened only partially,
leaving thousands of refugees stranded in miserable camps overseas and inflicting further pain
on  thousands of previously resettled refugees who had hoped to be reunited with family
members now denied access to the US resettlement program. This has occurred in spite of a
Presidential determination that the US should admit 70,000 refugees and against a worldwide
refugee population of 14 to 15 million.

It appears that the US Government will propose an admissions level of 50,000 for next
year. If this number of placements is achieved, it will be an improvement. However, 50,000
remains an unacceptable number of  US resettlement opportunities given the gravity of the
world refugee crisis.

Security Enhancement and Bureaucracy Impede Movement of Refugees

F or nearly two years, the US Government has grappled with security procedures designed to ensure that refugees coming to the US are
not a threat to national security. To date, these procedures are still not operating smoothly contributing to a virtually stalemated US

admissions program. Moreover, many areas where refugees now find themselves have been considered too insecure to permit the
processing carried out by US officials to take place.

As of March 2003, the functions of the Immigration and Naturalization Service, the principal gatekeeper in deciding which individual
refugees would come to the US, were transferred to the newly created Department of Homeland Security (DHS). DHS is been in the throes of
reorganization for the past five months. Four separate units of DHS now have a piece of the refugee processing and adjudication functions.

Episcopal Migration Ministries, along with other religious and human rights organizations with a special concern for refugees and
immigrants, have pressed the Government not to forsake America’s  tradition of welcoming persecuted persons to the US in the name of
security, insisting that a great nation can be generous in receiving desperate refugees and also secure. National security and  a generous
approach to refugees are not incompatible goals.

John Denaro
On June 23, the
Reverend John
Denaro joined
EMM as Staff
Officer for
Church
Relations &
Outreach. John
was the director
and producer of

the EMM video, STRANGERS NO MORE.
As a priest of the Episcopal Church,
John has served parishes in the New
York area. Prior to joining the grants
program at Trinity Church, Wall Street.
John was rector of  St Edward the
Martyr, a bilingual parish in East Harlem.
John also worked in the video
production unit of Trinity Wall Street and
has considerable knowledge in the
video and communication fields. Prior
to pursuing ordination, John was a
member of the EMM staff.

John is a graduate of Williams
College and the Yale University 
Divinity School.

While the position of Staff Officer
for Church Relations & Outreach is a
work in progress, key among John’s
responsibilities will be supporting the
work of affiliates in generating church
sponsorships and related support for the
resettlement program as well as
strengthening church advocacy on
behalf of refugees and immigrants.
John’s duties will extend to broadening
the work of EMM to include asylum
seekers, detainees, and other
marginalized immigrant groups and
representing EMM in other faith based
initiatives concerning refugees and
immigrants. John will give particular
attention to promoting our work with
other parts of the Episcopal Church
structure, making certain that we more
fully utilize the resources of the Church
on behalf of immigrants and refugees.

Admissions Impasse
Contributes to Grave
Humanitarian Crisis

A s more and more refugees are
trapped in camps overseas, their
personal conditions deteriorate.

The World Food Program which is
responsible for feeding refugees has been
crippled by a dramatic decline in
donations from donor countries.
Therefore, refugees have had their meager
rations reduced  and malnutrition and
accompanying health problems are more
prevalent.

The United Nations High Commission
for Refugees (UNHCR), which overseas the
well being of refugees, is also strapped
financially as donor nations curtail
funding. The consequence is a weakened
UNHCR less able to protect and care for
the refugees entrusted to it. With the
safety valve of resettlement removed, a
tragic and potentially combustible
humanitarian situation hovers over many
parts of the world with both West and East
Africa being most severely effected. Many
parts of  the Anglican Communion are
especially impacted by this crisis.,
especially West Africa with the ongoing
displacement of Liberians, Kenya with the
presence of large numbers of Sudanese
and Somalis, Burundi and the Congo along
with Cairo where All Saints Cathedral
provides a vital ministry to Sudanese
stranded in Egypt.

Somali Bantu Refugees
Continued from Page 1

Betty Collins, who works with
churches to find sponsors for the
refugees, said she has a million hopes for
the new arrivals.

“I hope we can do a fine job and get
them independent,” said Collins. “They
seem to be comfortable and in very good
spirits; however, they have a lot ahead of
them.”

Weeks earlier, the first of about 400
Bantus arrived in the western suburbs of
Chicago. After the first week, this initial
family’s members were not worried about
whether they could make it here.

Strangers showered them with food,
clothing and toys. The volunteer who gave
them a basket of secondhand clothes
shook the eldest son’s hand and said,
“We’ll be praying for you.”

“I can’t express how happy I feel,”
Hassan Kasim, 21, said through a
translator. “I wish I could tell the people
back in Kakuma that they don’t have to
worry about the United States. We will all
be treated well.”

— Marie Panton
From July 2003 Episcopal Life

Meet 
the Staff

Asylum Seekers
Continue to Experience
Unfulfilled Aspirations

T hose coming to the US seeking
asylum as their only alternative to
living under regimes that oppress

and persecute continue to be greeted by
detention as they await, often for several
years, the adjudication of their cases. The
Homeland Security Department now uses
about 300 facilities around the country to
detain those seeking asylum. It is
estimated that annually about 20,000
persons are detained in prison like
facilities await the adjudication of their
asylum claims. Many of these are women
and children. Subsequent to 9/11, many
of those granted asylum were not released
from detention, presumably because of
national security concerns. A major issue
for advocates has been the lack of
transparency in explaining the reasons for
prolonged detention.
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Formation of Bipartisan Congressional
Refugee Caucus

A Congressional Refugee Caucus has been formed to develop a
core of support for issues impacting on refugees and
immigrants. This bipartisan initiative which is now comprised

of 42 members will be the base of advocacy within the Congress for
supporting a generous US admissions program as well as adequate
funding for the humanitarian assistance needs of overseas refugees.
EMM affiliate offices have been instrumental in securing the
participation of several key Congress persons as Caucus members.
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Patriot Act Challenged by Church 

A t its Executive Council meeting in Ellicott City, Maryland  this
past April, the Episcopal Church expressed concern for the
civil  rights of immigrants being targeted for special scrutiny

because of their allege potential for terrorist activities. The Council
unanimously opposed any further expansion of the Patriot Act,
legislation  enacted shortly after 9/11 which gave unprecedented
authority to the Attorney General to investigate and detain immigrants
because of security concerns. The resolution anticipated  the
enactment of Patriot Act II which would have expanded the authority
of the Justice Department to investigate and detain immigrants
without standard Constitutional safeguards.

In the News A Special Offer
New Sponsorship Video Highlights
Role of Churches in Resettlement
Each year, Episcopal
churches across the
United States help to
resettle hundreds of
refugees through
sponsorship and EMM
has captured some of
these extraordinary
experiences on video!
Strangers No More: The
Episcopal Church Responds to Refugees features congregations in
the Dioceses of Atlanta, Kentucky and Minnesota living out the call
to extend hospitality to some of the world’s most vulnerable
people. The video includes interviews with recently resettled
refugees and with Episcopalians who are assisting them in their
transition to a new life. What the viewer witnesses is how barriers
of culture, religion and race dissolve and how lives are
transformed forever through these encounters. To screen clips of
the video, log onto our website at www.episcopalchurch.org/emm
or, to find out how you can screen Strangers No More in its
entirety call our office at 800-334-7626 ext. 6251.

Episcopal Migration Ministries
815 Second Avenue
New York, NY 10017

Names and credits
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